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INSPECTION AUTHORITY

Retail Food, Recreational Safety

DATCP inspected

 23 counties

 15 inspectors

Agent health department inspected

 49 counties

 55 city, county, or consortium health departments

 200+ inspectors
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ATCP 79 – CAMPGROUNDS

Campground: parcel of land used for the 
purpose of providing campsites offered 
with or without charge, for temporary 
overnight sleeping accommodations.

Special Event Campground: means a 
campground temporarily created to 
provide campsites in conjunction with a 
special event, such as a fair, rally, carnival, 
music festival, sporting event, community 
festival, or other similar event.

Not to exceed 14 consecutive days.
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Potable water system/water distribution system

POWTS/municipal sewer connections 

Sanitary dump station (variance)

Toilets

Shower room

Campground road system

Camping unit that is operator-provided

Any other operator-provided building or structure

CAMPGROUND ATTRIBUTES
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Individual: means a campsite designated 
for use by 6 or fewer campers, unless the 
campers are members of an individual 
family.

Group: means a campsite designated for 
use by 7 or more campers.

Seasonal: means a campsite in which the 
operator allows a camper to park a 
privately owned camping unit for 30 or 
more consecutive days.

Rustic: means an individual campsite that 
is accessible only by canoe, boat, horse, 
walking, or a nonmotorized vehicle and 
for which there are no operator-provided 
campground attributes.

CAMPSITES
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Campsite use: No operator may allow a 
campsite to be occupied by the same 
individual for more than 8 continuous 
months in a 12 month period.

CAMPSITES
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ATCP 79.05 License to operate a campground.

(1) LICENSE REQUIRED.

(a) Conditions requiring a license. No person may operate a campground without a license 
from the department or its agent if any one of the following applies:

1. A person offers or intends to offer 3 or fewer campsites and advertises or otherwise 
presents to the public an offer of the campground or specific campsites.

2. A person offers or intends to offer 4 or more campsites, regardless whether the 
person advertises or otherwise presents to the public an offer of the campground or 
specific campsites.
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CAMPING UNIT TYPES

Independent: equipped with a 
self-contained water storage 
tank, wastewater tank, & toilet 
facility. 

Dependent: not equipped with a 
toilet facility.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fieldandstreamshop.com%2Fp%2Ffield-stream-3-person-dome-tent-16fnsufs7x6x463prcat%2F16fnsufs7x6x463prcat&psig=AOvVaw3jFf7cG3-fjlGq4Tez01qg&ust=1581000836740000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPiY2ZXVuucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK
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CAMPING UNIT TYPES

Camping cabin: means a building or other structure that is 400 square feet or less 
in area.  A camping cabin includes a yurt, but does not include a tent, RV, TRH, 
mobile home, or manufactured home. 
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CAMPING UNIT TYPES

Recreational vehicle: means a vehicle that has walls of a rigid construction and 
does not exceed 45’ in length, meant to be driven or towed on the highway, 
temporary habitation.  Includes camping trailer, motor homes, park models.
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CAMPING UNIT TYPES

Mobile/Manufactured home: greater than 45’ in length and larger than 400 
square feet.  Regulated under SPS 326 and inspected by DSPS/agent. 
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Backflow

14%

Emergency 

Telephone

12%

Site 

Designation

10%

Other

64%

1108 Total Violations

• 151 Backflow

• 138 Emergency Telephone

• 109 Site Designation

TOP 3 VIOLATIONS 2020 - CAMPGROUNDS
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ATCP 79.14(4)(c)

Water service connections shall be 
provided with approved backflow 
prevention devices.

BACKFLOW - CAMPGROUNDS
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Emergency Communications – Dial 911

Directions to Nearest Available 24 Hour Telephone:

1. Exit Campground

2. Left on Fern Dell Rd for 0.5 miles.

3. Left on Ishnala Rd for 2.0 miles.

4. Left on Munroe Ave for 0.5 miles

Kwik Trip 

532 W. Munroe Avenue, Wisconsin Dells

ATCP 79.24(3)

EMERGENCYTELEPHONE.The operator shall display a 
durable sign posted in public view with 
the following wording “EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS." The sign shall 
provide directions to the nearest location 
where a telephone is available for 
emergency use.

EMERGENCY TELEPHONE - CAMPGROUNDS
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ATCP 79.11(2)

CAMPSITE DESIGNATION.The operator shall clearly 
mark each campsite with an alpha or 
numeric symbol that is a minimum of 2 
inches in height and visible from the 
campground's internal road system. This 
rule first applies to an existing 
campground symbol when the symbol is 
changed or replaced on or after February 
1, 2016.

SITE DESIGNATION - CAMPGROUNDS
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WHAT’S TRENDING?…
CAMPSITES & OPERATOR-PROVIDED CAMPING UNIT RENTALS
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145.26 Public swimming pool plan review.

(1) In this section, “public swimming pool" means a fixed 

or mobile structure, basin, chamber, or tank and appurtenant 

buildings and equipment that serve or are installed for use 

by the state, a political subdivision of the state, a motel, a 

hotel, a resort, a camp, a club, an association, a housing 

development, a school, a religious, charitable, or youth 

organization, an educative or rehabilitative facility, or 

another entity. “Public swimming pool" does not mean an 

inflated mobile structure, basin, chamber, or tank; a swim 

pond; an individual therapeutic pod, tub, or bath; or a fixed 

or mobile structure, basin, chamber, or tank that serves 

fewer than 3 individual residences.
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SUMMARYCamping Unit Date Constructed Area (ft2) Applicable Construction Standards

Slab/non-chassis After 2/6/17 < 400 ATCP 79 / SPS 327 or ATCP 72*
*Almost all are missing at least one plumbing component.

Slab/non-chassis Before 2/6/17 < 400 ATCP 79 or ATCP 72*

*Almost all are missing at least one plumbing component.

Slab/non-chassis Any > 400 ATCP 72
UDC or CBC

Chassis Any < 400 ATCP 79
RVIA or equivalent (NFPA 1192 / ANSI 119.5)

Chassis Any > 400 ATCP 79 or SPS 326 if 3 or more provided
42 USC 5401 - 5425

Water? After 2/6/17 < 400 Swim pond – ATCP 79 / SPS 327?

River, lake, other natural surface waters – N/A?
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FIELD EXAMPLE
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• 80 ft2 on foundation

• Pre-2017

• No indoor plumbing

DOOR CO. 
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2019

2017

2015
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• Drinking Water

• House hose bibb or water outlet

• Outdoor DIY plumbing

• Remove or meet SPS 380’s

• Composting Toilet

• Meet SPS 391 / NSF #41

• Variance for toilet number



May 21, 2021

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION (DATCP )

Thaddeus.Tuchalski@Wisconsin.gov

ATCP 79 Campgrounds

Ted Tuchalski, R.S.


