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Bureau of the Census Housing Units Definitions 
 
It is often asked what the difference is between "two unit" structures and "one-unit attached" 
structures.  The answer can be found in the examples provided by the Bureau of the Census for 
each structure type.  For clear contrast, first consider the definition of one-unit detached 
structures.  One-unit detached housing units are one-unit structures detached from any other 
house, with open space on four sides.  Structures are considered detached even if they have an 
attached garage.  One-unit attached housing units are one-unit structures which have one or more 
walls extending from ground to roof separating them from adjoining structures.  Examples 
include row houses, town houses, or a single-family house attached to a business.  Mobile homes 
to which one or more permanent rooms have been added are also included in this category.  In 
contrast, two unit housing units are structures strictly containing 2 housing units.  This category 
includes the structures more commonly referred to as duplexes. 
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Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000, STF-3. 
 

 




